
 
 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 21 MAY 2022 

 

DETAILS OF MEETING 
 
 Meeting Name:      2022 Annual General Meeting     Place of Meeting:              Ananda Kutir Ashrama 
 Date:       Saturday, 21 May 2022         Time:                             14h00 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
PRESENT: Swami Parvathiananda, Swami Vidyananda, Priya Soobramoney, 
                  Vani Mataji, Susan Newton-King, Bhaktipriya Uren, Vivekananda Moodley, 

Kamala Wengrowe, Kavi Makan, Maitri Makan, Pramila Kooverjee, Rosemary Frith, 
Santosh van der Merwe, Devi Harker, Shanti Roopnarain 

 
APOLOGIES:  Yogakirtee Meyer, Damyanti Gajjar, Daya Naidu, Uma Edwards. Tara Raymond, Sri Guru Krishna. Uma 
Edwards had proxied Shanti Roopnanrain. 
 
QUORUM: The members present constituted a quorum. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYERS 
 
Swami Parvathiananda opened the meeting with prayers.  Maitri Makan offered an introduction dance item to Lord 
Ganesha, depicted as an elephant/dwarf and remover of obstacles. 
 
   

WELCOME 
 
Swami Vidyananda, as Chairperson, warmly welcomed all members and thanked them for their attendance.  This AGM 
was held on a face-to-face platform, and the quorum was met with 15 attendees.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 2021 AGM 
 
The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 22 May 2021 were taken as read and approved by all, with 
no objections recorded.  The minutes were approved and signed off by, Swami Vidyananda as Chairperson and Vani 
Mataji as witness.   
 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 
The Chairman’s Report for the period 1 March 2021 to 28 February 2022 was presented by Swami Vidyananda, who 
thanked all members and the Ashrama community for their innumerable contributions, loving care and thoughts for the 
Ashram. Tribute was paid to beloved and cherished late Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji, who took Maha Samadhi on 12th 
November 2021, and residents together with devotees observed the 13-day special prayers.  It culminated with a 



special satsang on 24th November, tributes paid by senior Swamis from Divine Life Society Rishikesh, as well as loving 
devotees in Cape Town. Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji served the communities lovingly for many decades.  
 
The Ashrama, officially opened fully on the 15th January 2022, although it had been operating on two-days of the week 
since February 2021.  One or two of the programs continues on electronic (zoom) platforms, all other activities are held 
at the ashram. 
All teachings, daily hatha yoga classes, and important religious days was observed and celebrated.  Swami 
Venkatesananda Ji Maharaj’s centenary birth celebrations for the year 2021, started on 29th December 2020.   Monthly 
online satsangs were held on the 29th of each month by international devotees of Swami Venkatesananda from around 
the world.  Late Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji spoke in January, Swami Parvathiananda in June and Sri Swami 
Yogaswarupananda Ji Maharaj (President of the Divine Life Society, Rishikesh) did a tribute to Swami Venkatesananda 
Ji Maharaj on the 29th December 2021. 
Other celebrations to mark the centenary celebrations was a book released entitled ‘Bliss of the Lord of Seven Hills’ at 
the Centenary Yoga Camp, held at the Ananda Kutir Ashrama.  The book included ‘100 photographs for 100 days’ 
initiated by Swami Hamsananda Ji Maharaj of Rishikesh.  The poor feeding to homeless communities was done to 
complete the centenary celebrations. 
The drama project scripted and written by Maitri Mataji, “Journey to God” was presented on Diwali day by ashram 
devotees, as an offering to Swami Venkatesananda.   
Swami Vidyananda expressed gratitude and thanked the Trustees, MC members, Outreach, Children of Light Educare 
and many devotees and friends of the Ashrama for their seva.   Special thanks to Pravin Vassen & Associates who 
provides the financial services free of charge.   
Further details of The Chairman’s Report is available on the website.   
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
 
Priya Soobramoney, Treasurer, presented the 2022 Report for the period 1 March 2021 to 28 February 2022. 
Further details of the Treasurer’s report is available on the website.  
 
 
ANANDA KUTIR ASHRAMA FINANCIAL POSITION:   
In looking at the comprehensive financial position of the Ashrama, which includes the Outreach Projects, Treasurer 

(Priya) noted that the overall position was a net loss of R84 443 (total income of R553 498 and total expenses of R637 

941. Also highlighted, that the income position for the 2020/2021 FY was bolstered significantly by a donation bequest 

of c. R1.1m which skews a simplistic year-on-year comparison of total income against that period. In addition, it was 

important to note the significant decrease in expenses from R813 736 the previous year to R637 941 in this year i.e. a 

drop of R175 795. 

Comprehensive Financial position of the Ashrama (includes Outreach Project) 

 
     



                                                                                                                 

  
 
ANANDA KUTIR ASHRAMA ACCOUNTS: 
For the 2021/2022 financial year, the ashram received a total of R518 698 and spent R589 858 which resulted in a net 

deficit of R71 160. The largest sources of income were donation income (c.R320k), yoga classes (c.R77k) and bequests 

(c.R63k) for the period. The largest expenses for the period was salaries and wages (c. R111k), housekeeping (c. 

R100k), security (c. R86k) and repairs and maintenance (c. R77k). Overall expenses decreased year-on-year from 

c.R639k to c.R590k. 

Income statement summary for the Ananda Kutir Ashrama accounts 
 

 
 
The overall position of the ashram’s current assets including investments is R1 135 079.  This is slightly down from the 
previous year which was R1 271 112.  
 
 
 
OUTREACH: 
 
Total income for the period was R104 087 while total expenses were R121 402 and this resulted in a net deficit of c. 

R17k. The Outreach Project made a special donation of R5 000 to COLT in this reporting period. While the overall 

financial position of the Outreach Project is in deficit, spend is line with a shared philosophy around not turning over or 

accumulating a profit for the project. 

Income statement summary for the Outreach Project account 

 

The overall position of the Outreach Project’s current assets is R70 776.  This is slightly down from the previous year 

which was R88 089. 

 
 



RECORDKEEPING: 
 
Priya Mataji gave a special thanks to Laura and Erica who does the bookkeeping.  She also acknowledged and 
expressed gratitude to Vassen Bros & Associates who compile the financial statements every year.    
 
QUESTIONS:  There were questions put forward for the Treasurer. 
 

1. Rate of interest gained on the 1.1million investment-48hour and plans to use the money at short term 
(Vivek) 
Interest gained at 4% - no risk introduced in profile.  Money is kept as ‘emergency fund’. 

2. Voluntary maintenance – anyway to re-activate assistance in maintenance (Kamala) 
The team has broken down (confirmed by Swami Vidyananda). 

3. Is there any way to divide the money and leave half in 48hr account and invest half in another profile? 
Like -3month investment, mindful interest rates are going up. (Susan N King/Kamala/Kavi/Vivek) 
Advise was not to invest outside of bank because of high risk, being public funds money is secure. (Swami 
Vidyananda) 
Outcome of discussion: Management Committee to review / relook at the investments at the next 
meeting. 

 
 
Swami Vidyananda thanked Priya Mataji for the work done as the Treasurer.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS & APPOINTMENT OF ACCOUNTING OFFICER 
 
The Financial Statements for the year ended 28 February 2022 were approved and signed by the Chairperson, Swami 
Vidyananda.  The full set of Financial Statements is available on the website.  
 
 Vassen Bros & Associates were also reappointed as the Accounting Officer. 
 
 
 

OUTREACH REPORT 
 
Rosemary Frith presented the 2021-22 Report. 
Rosemary paid special tribute to late Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji and Swami Parvathiananda who began the 
Outreach project in the late 1980’s. 
The programme continues to serve the clinics as well as the disadvantaged communities in Cape Town. Fruit and 
vegetable packs are delivered to the clinics by ‘Jou Ma se Veggies’. The Bylevelds who run the delivery project of the 
vegetable packs was acknowledged for their contributions.  Beneficiaries include:  Masincedane Clinic in KTC, 
Crossroads and Phumlani Clinics, Mazomomhle Clinic at Brown’s Farm.  
The intention is to start the sandwich-making project again, starting off with once a week. 
Homeless Project – continues with homeless people receiving cans of baked beans, living along the Lansdowne area.  
The delivery is done by Swami Vidyananda and Vani Mataji every Sunday morning. 
The winter drive for blankets and the Christmas hamper projects also continued.   A full copy of this report is available 
on the website.   
Rosemary thanked her Outreach team; Damyanti Gajjar, Jennifer Stephens, and Elsa Oliver. On behalf of the Outreach 

team a special appeal was made for more people to donate on a monthly basis. 

 

CHILDREN OF LIGHT EDUCARE TRUST REPORT 
 
Maitri paid tribute to late Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji by reading out her poem written for the Educare. 



Maitri Makan, Managing Trustee of Children of Light Educare Trust (COLT), summarised the year’s activities and 
shared the Children of Light Educare’s vision: ‘Integral Education that nurtures the innate divinity and potential of each 
child’.  
The focus for the last year was to deliver an all-round quality education to the children and work closely with the parents 
to ensure the holistic development of each child.  
Beneficiaries: 20 children from Hadji Ebrahim, Pook se Bos and Flamingo Heights, all informal settlements. 
 
Maitri highlighted one of the children from the Educare, who is now attending a main stream Primary School.  
Diego (9), was at the Educare, since it opened in October 2017, being off the streets in a caring environment he began 
engaging in curriculum work and an application was made for him to attend mainstream schooling.  Report back from 
the school regarding Diego is positive and doing very well.  The Educare continues to support him and his mother.  
 
For other highlights and developments at the school.  A full copy of this report is available on the website.   
 
 
 

ELECTIONS 
 
TRUSTEES:  
The Trustees, elected last year serve for a two-year period,   Swami Parvathiananda as Secretary General nominated 
Vivekananda Moodley this year to serve with the current Board of Trustees at the ashram.  In going forward the 
Trustees for the next financial year are:  
 

Swami Parvathiananda 
Guru Krishna 
Daya Naidu 
Vivekananda Moodley 

 
 
All members voted Vivekananda Moodley to serve as the additional trustee until the AGM 2023, at which the election of 
Trustee will be done. 
 
 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 
Swami Vidyananda informed members present at the AGM of Shanti Roopnarain – who will be stepping down as 
Secretary and thanked her for serving over many years. 
Swami Vidyananda announced that Bhaktipriya Uren accepted the position of being the new in-coming Secretary to the 
Management Committee. 
The above-listed trustees and the following members were unanimously elected to work as the Management 
Committee: 
 
 Chairperson:   Swami Vidyananda 
 Deputy Chairperson:  Vani Mataji 
 Treasurer:   Priya Soobramoney 
 Secretary:   Bhaktipriya Uren 
 Outreach Representative: Rosemary Frith 
 COLT Representative:  Maitri Makan 
 Member:   Pramila Kooverjee 
 

Swami Vidyananda thanked all members serving and Trustees.      
         
 
 
 
 



TALK BY SWAMI PARVATHIANANDA ON LATE SRI MOTHER YOGESHWARI MATAJI   
 
Swami Parvathiananda reminded members present that the first AGM was held in Eureka Road, Rondebosch in 1981. 
Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji was a friend to all, a team worker and a person who was always completely ‘present’ in 
the moment on a non-judgemental basis.  She was a great example of ‘peak performance’ with no limitations to her 
being.  Always enthusiastic, keeping the door open and a gentle listener. 
There was excellence and quality in conducting her Yoga classes, carried into her everyday life giving the very best of 
herself.  Sincerity was a quality she upheld - being true to know yourself. 
Swami Parvathiananda spent almost 40 years sharing accommodation with Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji.  She was 
serene, calm and her eyes always shining with an incredible sense of humour.   
Swami Parvathiananda ended the remembrance talk with a healing prayer. 
 
 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
 

1) Rememberance – Celebration of Late Sri Mother Yogeshwari Mataji 
Vivekananda enquired if the ashram would hold special prayers for her Maha Samadhi date. 
Swami Vidyananda – responded that Sri Mother Yogeshwari’s birthday date and Vedic Maha Samadhi date will 
be observed. 
 
 There were no further matters for discussion.  

 
 
 Swami Vidyananda thanked everyone for attending this Annual General Meeting.   
 
 

CLOSING PRAYERS 
 
Swami Parvathiananda closed the meeting with prayer. 
Meeting ended at 16h15. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNATURES 
 
 
Chairperson: ___________________________   Date: _______________ 
 
 
 
Witness: __________________________    Date: _______________   


